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HE ſecond Covenant, com. 
monly called the Covenant of 
Grace, the miſrepreſenting of it tending 
to the endangering the eternal Welfare 
of Mens Souls ; the true ſtating o 
the Nature of it may be uſeful for pre. 
ſerving Perſons from entertaining thoſe 
dangerous Errors by which many Per 
Jons in this preſent Age, both Arm 

nians and Antinomians endeavour if 
corrupt it : If it prove uſeful to tha 


end, the Author bath what be aim a 
at in publiſhing of this Treatiſe. mn 
by * : 


0 
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—— ww. — 


0f GO D's Covenant with Man. 


— 


"AN OD having made a Covenant with Adam in 

| Innocency, not only as a private Perſon, but 
as the Root of all Mankind, from whom all 

Mood or evil was to be derived to his Poſterity; and 
promiſed him Life and Happineſs upon Coudition of 

n. perſonal, perfect and perpetual Obedience, and threat- 
ned Death if he broke his Commands; and Adam break- 

of {Ming the Divine Law, he and all his Poſterity fell under 
| the Curſe ; but the Lord Jeſus Chriſt mediating in the 
ng behalf of loſt Man ; that all Mankind might not periſh 
or ever, God was pleaſed to make a ſecond Covenant 
e eich fallen Man, called Rom. 4. 16. a Covenant of Grace : 
Heb. 9. 16, 17. a Teſtament , becauſe confirmed by the 

0 Death of the Teſtator : a Law of Faith, Rom. 3. 27. for 
t doth not only promiſe, but commands, threatens 
nd condemns 3 ſo that whatſoever is proper and eſ- 


oſe ſential to a Law belongs to the Goſpel, therefore it is 
| 2 great Miſtake for any to hold that the Goſpel is only 
cr} Promiſe, or a Doctrine teaching, not a Precept bind- 


0g 5 yea, as groundleſs a Fancy as the Popiſh Diſtincti- 
in of Commands and Councils, upon which the Papiſts 
build their abſurd Doctrine of Works of Superarro- 
r 

For the better underſtanding the Second Covenant, 
mall, | 
Firſt, Give a Deſcription of the Nature of it, and &- 
mtly conſider the ſeveral Parts thereof. 


Secondly, Conſider the Extent of the Covenant. 
Thirdly, Shew that it is the ſame in all Ages. 
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Fourthly, Male appear there is a Twofold manner of 
being in Covenant, — N 
la this Covenant God hath mercifully provided that 
whoſoever heartily repents of their Sins, believes in 
Chrif, and yields ſincere Obedience to all his Com. 
maads, ſhall partake of all the Bleſſings promiſed therein, 
and threatneth Death without Remedy againſt all final 
impenitent Uabelievers, and promiſeth his holy Spirit 
to his People, to enable them to perform the Conditions 
of the Covenant. 
In this deſcription we may obſerve, | 
1. The Covenant of Grace, extends to all where 
the Goipel comes, upon Condition; therefore pro- 
poled in general terms; Mhoſoever believes ſhall be ſaved, 
who ſoe ver will, let him take of the Water of Life freely; 
which General and Conditional Promiſes point out 
the true Way leading to eternal Life: Hence none 
are to deſpair of Mercy where the Goſpel comes, 
hut are to be diligent in the Uſe of Means for the 
obtaining Grace, to enable them to perform the 
Terms of the New Covenant: For the Promiſe of 
Pardoa and Eternal Life is ſo contrived, that it 
leaves Men without Excuſe, who do not ſeriouſly, 
and in good Earneſt, ſeek ir, in the Uſe of thoſe 
Means God hath appiated for che obtaining of Grace; 
for altho* we have not Power of our ſelves to rc- 
peut and believe; yet we have a natural Power to 
make Ule of che Means of Grace, and God hath 
promiſed Luke 11. 13. his holy Spirit, in rich and 
liberal Supplies, to enable us to perform the Cond! 
of the New Cvenant, if we humbly and earneſtly 
pray for it: It is therefore from the Peryerſenels 
_ of Mens Wills, and Love of Sin and the Wotld, 
that Men obey not the Goſpel. 
2. We may note, the Covenant of Grace hath Con- 
ditions as well as the Covenant of Works, tho not 
the ſame Conditions; for attho” ia this Covenant 
God requires of us perfect Obedience, yet it is not 
as a Condition, but that by comparing our Lives 
with the Rule, we may fee how far ſhore we fil 


(39 
of our Rule, and what Need we have of a Saviour 
to free us from the Guilt of Sin; for if to renounce & 
and reject what is againſt God, andohey aHHhis Com{ # 
mands, and abſtain from all that ſtands jg_Oppoiitio 


to God, were the Conditions of Life, not a Soul coulc 


2 
de ſavedz therefore God hath mercifully provided in A 
this Second Covenant, that whoſoeyer heartily repents > ME 
of their Sins, believes in Chriſt, and ſincerely obeys all — ill 
bis Commands, hall obtain all the Bleſſiags promiſed in Z 
the Covenant: Some are prejudiced againſt the Word . 
Condition upon a meer Miſtake, thinking the Word 
either aimech at the ſettting up the Power of Nature, © 
or the Merit of Mens Works; when as it doth nei- 5 
ther; for by performing the Conditions, we make not * 
God amends for our Sins, or merit any, Bleſſing in 7 
commutative 1 and none perform them withour 
the Aid of the Spirit. Fer 2 
Obj. Fut ſome ſay, the Covenant of Grace is Ab- 
ſolute, and not Conditional. 


- 


Anſw. I anſwer, God hath abſolutely promiſed to * * 
five his People a new Heart, to. enable them to per- 
form the Conditions of the Covenant by the Aſſiſtance © 
of the Spirit, but there are alſo Promiſes to repenting -_. 
and believing 3 and thus the Covenant is Conditional. 
Obj. Others ſay, Chriſt ching to ſave Sinners, no 
more is to be ſaid or done by i, but to believe he dy'd 
to fave us in pariiculat, © 2 
Anſw. If the Meſſage God's Miniſters declare to 
the People, were to tell notorious ſcandalous Sinners, 
that the Blefſiags of the Covenant. did belong to 
them, it were the Way to guide their Souls to Hell, 
and not to Heaven; for Fe we live after the Fleſh we 
ſhall die, Rom. 8. 13. Ke 
That the Covenant of Grace, hath Conditions, is 
plain, Luke 13. 3. 5. Acts 2. 38. Repent, that your 
dns may be blotted ot: If we repent not, we ſhall periſh 
Mark 16. 18, 16. He that believes ſhall be F 6,8 
he that believes wort ſhall be damned. Heb. 12. 14. With- 
out Holineſs no Man ſhall ſee the Lord. Repentance 
prepares us for teceiving Kemiſſion of Sins: Faith 
15 8 "EY 18 
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(4) | 
is the aſſenting, receiving, truſting Condition, and 
ſincere Obedience the qualifying Condition that make 
us meet for Heaven. | | 

Let us therefore bring this Truth home to our 
own Conſciences, and conſider what we can ſay for 
our ſelves, to evidence our Right to the promiſed 
Bleſſings of the Covenant: Do we heartily repent 9 
our Sins, believe in Chriſt, and have a ſincere Re. 
ſpe& to all the Commands of God? If we do, al 
our Sins are pardoned, and when we die, we ſhall 
obtain Eternal Life; for God is faithful to his Pro- 
miſes; if we do not, we are yet in our Sins, and 
living and dying in that Condition, we cannot eſ- 
cape the Datnnation of Hell. Wa 

3. In the Definition we may obſerve, that they who 
perform the Conditions of the Covenant of Grace ſhall 
partake of all the Bleſſings, promiſed therein, for God 
is faithful to his Promiſes, . which are ſo many and 
excellent, that the moſt eloquent Tongue cannot ſuf. 
ficiently deſcribe them; 1 Cor. 2. 9. The Sum of 
which we have in Jer. 21. 34. J will be thy God, and 
thou ſhalt be my People; A ſhare Sentence, that includes 
all Happineſs in it; namely, a Freedom from all evil, 
and the Fruition of all good: particularly, 

r. He that bath a ſpecial Relation to God as his 
reconciled Father in Chrift, is freed from the Guilt of 
all his, Sins, delivered from the Dominion of Sin; is 
ſafe from the final Prevalency of Temptation, is al- 
ſured of a ſeaſonable Deliverance out of Spiritual 
Troubles, and Exemption or Deliverance from out- 
ward Troubles, fo far as good for him, that his Af. 
fictions fhall be turn'd into Bleſſings, and is ſecured 
from Final Apoſtacy and Condemaation | hereafter: 
Therefore no ſuch Guard againſt all Sorts of evil, 2 
a ſpecial Intereſt in God. 

2. It includes all that good which a godly Man 
can deſire Pſal. 75. 25. For they that have an Inte- 
reſt in God as their reconciled Father in Chriſt, ca! 
never be Orphans, or want an Inheritance; all his Al- 
tributes are for their Good, his Power, and Sovereigut 
5 | | to 
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to protect and defend them; his Omniſcience and 
Wiſdom to order all things for the beſt, concerning 
them; his tender Compaſſion to pity them, his Love and 
Mercy torelieve them, his Truth to perform all his gra- 
cious Promiſes made unto them, his Holineſs to trans- 
form them into his Image, and love them; his Juſtice to 
render to them according to their ſincere Obedience 
forthe Satisfaction and Merits of Chriſt ; his Unchange- 
ableneſs and Eternity,to continue his loving Kindneſs to 
them, and at laſt, crown all their Services with endleſs 
Glory. If God be ours, Chriſt is ours, and will be made un- 
to , Viſdom, Righteouſneſs, Sanctification and Redemption; 
and the Holy Ghoſt is ours, to lead us into all neceſſary 
Truth, to quicken our Graces, to enable us to mortifie 
our Luſts, to diſcharge our Duty, and to fill us with 
ſoy unſpeakable, and full of Glory : Oh thrice happy 
believers, that have a ſpecial Intereſt in God the Fa- 
ther, Son, and Holy Ghoſt; according to the Apo- 
ſtle's Benediction, 2 Cor. 13, 14. If God be ours, 
all his Providences are at work for our good: His 
Promiſes are ours, his Ordinances are ours, Miniſters 
are ours, the Angels are ours; yea, all Creatures are 
ours, to uſe them, both for Neceſſity and moderate 
Delight; yea, Death is ours to bring us to the En- 
pyment of the Heavenly Inheritance: In ſhort, all 
things are ours, 1 Cor. 3. 22. Who would not there- 
fore be intereſted in this Covenant ? Let us meditate 
therefore, on the forementioned Particulars, and con- 
der whether, Sin, Satan, or the World, can give us 
ſuch Things, or any Aſſurance of them; and it being 
certain they cannot, why ſhould we be diverted from 
getting an Intereſt in this Covenant, which hath more 
good in it, than in all the World without it. 

4. We may note, that the Covenant of Grace hath 
Threatniogs annexed to it, as well as the Covenant 
of Works; yea, it threatneth Death without Remedy, 
aPalnſt all final impenitent Unbelievers : For thoſe 
that are condemned by the Covenant of Works, there 
s Relief for them, by performing the Conditions of 
the Covenant of Grace; but if We comply not * 
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the Terms of this Covenant, we periſh without Re. 
medy, becauſe there is no other Diſpenſation of Grace 
to follow it, as ſame fancy: For this is the everlaſt. 
ing Covenant. If we deſpiſe the Offer of Pardon and 
Eternal Life upon Account of that Satisfaction Chriſt 
bath made to the Juſtice of God by his Obedience, 
Death and Sufferings, in the Stead of repenting, be- 
lieving Sinners, we are loſt for ever; for as God hath 
not another Son to offer up himſelf a Sacrifice for 
Sin, therefore he by whom this Sacrifice is deſpiſed, 
can have none remaining for him; ſo neither bath 
he another Spirit to enable us to perform the Con- 
ditions of the Covenant, if in his Work he be de. 
piſed and rejected. Chriſt never ſatisfied for our 
Rejection of the Covenant of Grace, tho' he did for our 
Breach of the Covenant of ort. It we accept got 
of the Terms of the Covenant of Grace, there can be 
no Peace between God and our Souls: Never any f. 
nal impeniteat Unbeliever was pardoned and ſaved. 
Chriſt 'hath told os, Mat. 24. 51. Laute 12. 46. what 
is the Portion of ſuch; he nill cut them in ſunder : 
and Luke 19. 27. Theſe my Enemies that would ni 
have me rule over them, bring them hither, and ſl) 
them before me, And look what Sentence Chriſt now 
goes forth in his Word, he will not contradict, but 
fully ratifie at the gieat Day of judgment. Le: us 

therefore, while it is called to Day, come in and 
accept of the Offers of Pardon and Erernal Life up- 
on the Terms of the Goſpel, leſt God ſwear agalu: 
in his Wrath, we ſhall never enter into his Rell. 

5. and Lafly, 'we may obſerve in the Deſcriptio! 
of the Covenant, God hath promiled to his People 
his holy Spirit, to enable them to perform the Cou— 
ditions of this Covenant of Grace; tor in this Cove 
110t there are abſolute Promiſes of Grace, as wel 
as Promiles to Grace: Jer. 31. 33. 1 will pre my Lan 
in their inward "Parts, and write it in their FHeatth 
Ezck. 36. 26. A nem Heart will 1 give yeu, ard 4 
jew” Spirit will I put within you, and cauſe yi: to wal 
in ty Statuten. So that Gad exprelly prom wn 
8 ; ROY 4 
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e- Feople that Grace whereby they ſhall certainly perform 
cee Conditions of the Covenant: As alſo, John G. 37. 
. Al. that the Father giveth me, ſhall come unto me: Theſe 
d foregoing Promiſes: are abſolute, and God is often 
i. WM found of thoſe who ſeek him not; Bur yet this doth 
ce, not free us from the Uſe of Means in the diligent Uſe 
10. WM of which, we may expect to have a new Heart gi- 
ich Wl ven us: Some make theſe Promiſes Conditional, if 
for MW we do not put a Bar in the Way; but this can- 
ed, WM not be; for if God ſhould fail of performing what 
at; WM be hath abſolutely promiſed, where were his Pow- 
on. Wer, Truch and Immutability? If when God hath done 
leſ. Wall he can to convert a Sinner, it did ſtil] depend 
our Mon the Free-Will of a Sinner, whether he will turn 
our Mito God or not; will it not follow he hath promi- 
dot Wed more than he can perform, the Thoughts of 
| be Mihich we ſhould abhor as blaſphemous. 

f- Having thus ſeen the Nature of this Nem Covenant 
mall, | 


Secondly, Conſider the Extent of the Covenant, 
and ſhew it is not only with Believers, but alſo with 
their Jnfant-Seed. Gen. 12. 7. 1 will eftabliſh my Co- 
venant between me and thee, and thy Seed after thee : 


but Ads 2. 39. The Promiſe is to you, and to your Childs 
: U, and to all that are a ar off, even as many as the Lord 
and H God ſhall call; That is, the Promiſe is not only to 
vp- {Wjou Jews, but to as many of the Gentiles as the Lord 
aint Wall c3ll ; ro them and to their Children: And we find 
elt. {Wipon the Converſion of any Parent, the whole Houſhold 
tion {Wvere Baptized, amongſt which we may well ſappoſe 
ople 


tere were ſome Children, Acts 15. 33. This is a great 
aud comfortable Priviledgeof Believers, that their Chil- 
en are taken into Covenant with themſelves; This is 
their Birth-Priviledge: Hence they are ſaid to be holy in 
Relation to God, and as ſeperated to bim; and thereby 
handing in the ſame Covenant Relation with their Pa- 
ents, 1 Cor. 7. 14. or Parent; for if one of the Parents be 
1a Covenant Relation, it takes in the Seed; not that 
ay Parent can commpnicate internal Holineſs to their 
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Children, but only an external Covenant Relation ; yet 
hence in Judgment of Charity, we are to reckon them iq. 
ternally ſanctified by the holy Ghoſt, till they dif. 
' - covenant themſelves; and hence it is they hay; 
a Right to the Seal of the Covenant, and are fait 
to be Heirs of the Promiſe, and their Right t 
the Seal of the Covenant is as clear as any that 
grow up to the Years of Diſcretion, and make the 
greateſt Profeſſion of their Faith and Repentance: 
For of ſuch we judge only by outward Appearance, 
- Beſides the Covenant that was made with Abra. 
bam being the ſame for Subſtance with the 6% 
Covenant, there can be no Reaſoa aſſigned why the 
Children of believing Parents now ſhould not par. 
take of the Seal of the Covenant as well as then: 
And we may obſerve that the Children of Proſcelites 
that joined themſelves to the Church of the Jen 
were taken iuto Covenant with their Parents and 
were Circumciſed Gen. 17. 12, 13. and therefor 
it was not any ſpeciality belonged to Abraham's Ni. 
tural Seed, certainly' then the Children of Believers 
now being in Covenant, have a right to Baptiſa 
which is a Seal thereof, for we cannot imagine that 
Chriſt's coming ia the fleſh hath leſſened the Prive- 
ledge of Beleivers, as it muſt have done if the Child- 
dren of Beleivers now have not a right to Baptiſn 
which ſucceeds in the room of Circumciſion. 


let 


This is a Conſideration of much Comfort to Be-Wniſe: 
lievers, with reſpe& to their Children dying in luer 
ſancy, that according to the Judgment of Chari More. 
they ought to believe, they are internally in Cee 
venant and eternally Saved: If we take away end 
Ground of Infunt-Baptiſm, what Reaſon hath the gerte, 
liever to hope for the Salvation of his Child dyn beſe 
in Infancy, more than of the Child of a Heathen, e 
which there is no Hope. leſt 

Infant Baptiſm is alſo for the Childrens Benefit, faMhe f 
hereby they are under a ſpecial Obligation, to à% Piſtr, 
ome themſelves with the Terms of the Covenai ihe \ 
their Parents have engaged for chem in, and are "nent 
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left to their own Choice whom they will ſerve, and 
a they could not make a better for themſelves, fo 


di- de Senſe of their Baptiſmal Covenant is an Engage- 
ard make a Surrender of themſelves to the Lord, and 
ſider Argument to plead with God for beſtowing on 
: tolfWhem the Bleſſings of the Covenant; and with them- 
thaelves againſt turning from their Engagements to the 
the ord, whereby Infant Baptiſm hath been one great 


Means to enlarge the viſible Church of Chriſt in the 


orld; for Perſons are not eaſily drawn to renounce 
»4-Whheir Chriſtianity, when they have been engaged ia 
eli Profeſſion of itfrom their [nfancy; ſo that it cannot 
cher be owned to be a great Benefit and Priviledge. 


Thirdly, I ſhall endeavour to ſhew that the Second 
wenant hath been the ſame in all Ages ſince the Fall. 


Jen God made a Covenant of Grace with Mankind pre- 
anlWMntly after the Fall, and reveal'd it to our firſt Parents 
fore the Garden of Eden. Gen. 3. 15. Here God promi- 

d the Deſtruction of Satan's Kingdom, and the Sal- 


ration of fallen Man by Faith in Chriſt, who was emi- 
ently the Seed of the Woman, and the Covenant 
ach continued ever ſince the ſame in all Ages, and 
eſs Chriſt, who is the ſame yeſterday, to Day, and for 
wer, was always the Mediator of it: but yet it hath 
ot been adminiſtred always after the ſame Manner; 
nder the Old Teſtament, ic was adminiſtred by Pro» 
les, Prophecies, Sacrifices, Circumciſion, the Paſs- 
ver, and other Types and Ordinances, which did all 
ore-lignifie Chriſt, who was the Lamb flain by the De- 
ree of God, before the Foundation of the World, 
dend the Virtue and Efficacy of his Death and Sufferings, 
Be rtended to Time paſt, as well as that to come, and 
Fung beſe Types were ſufficient to build up the Church in 
e Faith of the promiſed Meſſiah. Under the New 
Teſtament, when Chriſt the Subſtance was exhibited, 
he ſame Covenant of Grace, was, and is to be admi- 
liſtred to the End of the World, in the Preaching of 
ne Word, and in the Adminiſtration of the Sacra- 
nents, in which Pardon and Eternal Life, are AE 
| | ort 
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forth in more Fulneſs, Evidence, and Efficacy to all N; 
tions, and Believers are ſaved by Faith in the Ai 
that is come, and we are to believe, that Jeſus of N. 
Zareth is he, and that we look not for another: 9 
that there is no real Difference between the Covemaꝶ 
in former Ages, and the Adminiſtration of it now; fo 
both in the Old Teſtament and New, Everlaſting Li 
is offer'd to Mankind by Faith in Chriſt, who was the 
Lamb ſlain from the Beginning of the World, that for 
his Sake alone, God would accept them and fave then 
Never any Perſon in the World was ſav'd for any iabe 
rent Righteouſneſs found in them, but only of God) 
free Grace, through the Satisfaction and Merits of 
Chriſt, relied on by Faith, and accepted of God far 
him; and this Faich of theirs, was not a dead Faith, 
but a practical operative Faith, productive of Repes. 
tance and ſiucere Obedience, which God required of 
them, as of Abraham, Gen. 17. 1. Hence we read x 
of the Patriarch's Faith, ſo alſo that they were juſt and 
upright in their Generation it is evident therefore, it 
was the fame” Cevenart of Grace God made with th 
Jews, as with us Chriſtians: Surely none that conſider 
what they ſay, will aſſert, That the Fathers of old were 
ſaved by 2 Covenant of Works, for that admitted not 
Sacrifices for Sin; that required perfect Obedience, and 
curſed every one that continued not in all Things writ 
ten in the Law to do them, Gal. 3. 10. It is granted i 
Covenant under the Goſpel is called the new Covenant 
but that is only with Reſpe& to the divers Manner o 
Adminiſtration,and having clearer Promiſes of ſpiricud 
Bleſſings, and more lively Repreſeatations of Things 
and the Spirit poured out in larger Meafuresunderit; 
it is clear therefore, the Covenant of Grace is one ail 
the ſame under the Old Teſtament, as under the Nes 

Hence appears the Errors of thoſe who deny 50% 
tiſm to the Children of Believers, which is a Scal © 
the Covenant; but the Covenant being the ſame und! 
the Old Teſtament as under the New, and Circumcil 
on, which was then the Seal of the Covenant, beit 
adminiſtred to Iufants; they uo certainly have a Rig 
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Baptiſm, which is a Seal of the Covenant, which 


*Micceeds in the room of Circumciſion, 

N. 

frourthly, The laſt thing to be enquired into, concerning 
nan Covenant of Grace, is, the Manner hom Per ſons are in 
; orfovenant. There is a Tmo-fold Manner of being in Cove- 
Lie nant. 

the 1. Externally, only by a formal Profeſſion of Chri- 
t forfMianity; all within the Pale of the Church, are exter- 
hen ey in Covenant, are ſeparated from the Heathen 
abe world by Baptiſm and Church-Memberſhip, and par- 


king of Church Priviledges ; but if this be all, they 
il be rejected by Chriſt at laſt, and periſh for ever, 
Mat. 25. 11. For Chriſt will ſay to them, Depart from 
, for I know you net, Mat. 7. 23. | 

2. Internally, by renewing Grace, whereby they are 
bled to perform the Terms of the Covenant; do 
eartily repent of their Sins, have a lively Faith in 
hriſt, and a ſincere Reſpect to all God's Commands; 
heſe ſhall ſtand faſt in the Covenant, and enjoy all the 
wing Benefits thereof. 

That there are theſe two Ways of being in Cove- 
ant, is evident, 

t, By the Seed of Abraham, who were in Covenant 
ter a Twofold Manner: Some were his Seed only after 
he Fleſh, and were only externally in Covenant, Rom. 
at the beginning; and theſe continued not therein, 
ut were rejected, and this was verified in J, Eau, 
nd the generality of the Jemiſh Nation: Some were 
Seed not only after his Fleſh, but allo after the 
uUghteouſneſs of Faith, Rom. 4. 13. whereby the Pro- 
ſe was made ſure to them; theſe, after the Spirit, 
ere internally in Covenant, V. 16. and ſtood faſt 


Len berein. | 
Big 2: By the Twofold Manner of being ia Chriſt, all 
iat are in Chriſt are in Covenant; now ſome are in 


n04WLbriſt only externally, and are fruicleſs Branches, ſuch 
may be taken away and caſt into the Fire, 754 15. 
eg. Ochers are in Chriſt internally, and are Fruity 
5 Rarmg Branches, theſe he purgeth that hey may bear 
l mare 
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more Fruit, and ſhall abide in him, and be ſaved eter 

nally, Yerſ. 2, 5. all are not ſuch; to aſſert they are 

is to hold there are no Hyppocrites within the Pale 9 

> Church, which is to look for Heaven before th; 
ime. 

Hence appears, We are not to expect a Church 9. 
Earth conſiſting only of real Sains; certainly all wh, 
the Apoltles themſelves baptized, and admitted jt 
Church-Fellowſhip were not ſuch : Simon the Sorcerer 
was baptized, and yet continued in the Gaul of Bir 
terneſs, and Bond of Iniquity: Of Ten Virgins there 
were five Fooliſh that had not Oil in their Veſſels ; anc 
was there not a Fudas amongſt the Twelve Apoſtle; 
the viſible Church is a Field that hath Tares as wel : 
Wheat, and it cannot be expected that the Tares ſhoul! 
be gathered out *cill the End of the World. 

Hence therefore let us take heed of reſting in being 
externally in Covenant; this moſt Perſons are prone 
to: The Jews were the Seed of Abraham, were circum- 
ciſed, and enjoyed the Oracles of God, and therefore 
reckon'd they ſhould be ſav'd; hence John the Baptif 
warned them of it, Mit. 3. 9. The Papiſts alſo citceniih 
themſelves the only Church of Chriſt, in which and 
in their Maſſes, Pennances, Pilgrimages, &c. they put 
great Confidence; and fo it is with many Proteſtants,hf us 
they have been baptized, they profeſs the true FaiclMe ol 
are accounted Chuich- members, obſerve certain Rites 
and Ceremonies of Religion, or are of ſuch or ſuch a upti: 
gect or Party; or with Herod, reform many Things, 
and are not ſo bad as ſome others, that are openly pro- ¶lude: 
fane; and therefore are apt to think, however it mayMorſak 
go with others, they ſhall be ſaved iat laſt; but all chi 
may be, and yet ſuch, if this be all, will periſh eter- 
nally : The five fooliſh Virgins had their Lamps of ais © 
outward Profeſſion, yet were ſhut out of the Bride- 
chamber, for lack of Oil in their Veſſels, namel/etist, 
Grace in their Hearts. nd g. 

Hence then let us be exhorted to examine our ſclvcMy o 
whether or no we are internally in Covenant witlWad Ir 
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gd, and ſhall partake of all the ſaving Benefits there 


Now if we would know this, let us anſwer one Que- 
oa, Have we enter'd into Covenant with God? if we 
we we are intereſs'd in all the Bleſſings of the Cove- 
ant of Grace, and ſhall certainly in due Time, enjoy 
hem. ; 

To make a Covenant with God includes two Things. 
1. Diſtinctly to know what Conditions God propo- 
th. 
2. To perform thoſe Conditions: 

Now God in propoſing Terms takes this Courſe, 
pounds ſomething to be done by us, as Matter of 
Duty, promiſeth ſome Benefits to us if we do our Du- 
7, and appoints ſomething as a Sign or Token, that if 
e will perform the Condition, we ſhall ſo and fo ac- 
mowledge it. Thus it was with God's covenanting 
vich Abraham, he required of him Faith in the Meſſiah, 
en. 12. 3. That he ſhould walk before him, and be 

Wright, ch. 17. 1. and promiſed to be a God to him 
r1/Wand his Seed, verſe 7. and appointed Circumciſion as 
cM sign to declare his Obedience by. So now under the 
oſpel, God hath provided the Lord Jeſus Chriſt to be 
| Saviour, and if we will inherit Eternal Life, requires 
df us that we repent of our Sins, believe in Chriſt, and 
e obedient ſincerely to all his Commands, both in 
eart and Life, and declare our Obedience by being 
aptized, and receiving the Sacrament of the Lord's 


Popper; if then we truly repent of our Sins, which in- 
r0-WWludes a godly Sorrow for our Sins paſt ; a hating and 
* orſaking them for the future, ſincerely, without Hypo- 
thi 


ily, and entirely, without Partiality both in Heart and 
ite; and believe in Chriſt, that is receive him in all 
ls Offices, of Prophet, to teach us outwardly by his 
ord, and inwardly by his holy Spirit; of Prieſt, for 
atisfation and Interceſſion: and as a King to rule 
nd govern us, and rely ſolely on the Grace and Mer- 
y of God to obtain eternal Life through his Merits 
ad Interceſſion, and have a ſincere Reſpect to all the 
mmands of God both ig Heart and Lite, not allow- 


Ing 
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ing our ſelves in the Practice of any known Sin, cr 
Qmiſſion of any known Duty, and becauſe God bath 
appointed Sacraments as Signs to declare our Obedience 


dp, are baptized and receive the Lord's Supper wor. 


thily: This is to covenant with God: and he that do: 
ſo may be certain he ſhall obtain all che Bleſſings God 
hath promiſed in this ſecond Covenant, and ſhould re. 
joyce in his Portion: But if we continue impenitent 111. 
believers, how can we think to eſcape the Damnation 
of Hell, which God in this Covenant threatneth i 
with? | 

This Covenant is the Everlaſting Goſpel ; no other 
to come after it. God will never treat with Sinners 


upon other Terms than are ſet down in the New Co. 


venant : the laſt Offers he will ever make, are in 2/1 
16. 15, 16. He that believes ſhall be ſaved, he that he- 
lieves not ſhall be damned. And Adds 2. 38. Repent and hi 
baptized every one. of you, for the Remiſſion of your Sin, 
For except we repent, our Saviour aſſures us we ſhall 
periſh: If we reje& theſe Terms, God will reject us, 
and if any bring any other Goſpel, the Apoſtle ſaith, 


Gal. 1. 9. Let him be accurſed. 


23 00 62 


